he Renaissance took place in Europe in the 14th and 15th centuries.
Historians congsider it a renaissance

, of rebirth, because it was a time
petiod of unprecedented
growth in the arts and
sciences, like arevival of the
high culture of the Greeks
and Romans. This explosion
of cultural development
followed what had been o
rather dark period dusing
the Middle Ages. This was
the tirne of Shakespeare’s
plays, Galileo’s experiments,
Michelangelce’s paintings, and
Martin Luther’s new church. A
tot was going on.

CONTEXT AND
BACKGROUND

There’s so litfle art in the Dark Age...
Part of the impetus for the Renaissance
was the Black Death, or bubonic
plague, which killed millions of
Europeans. This had one positive
effect — it left more in terms of food,
resources, and wealth for those

who survived. This bounty helped
usher in an economic boom. Trade
rebounded, o large middle class grew,
governments rearganized and life was
generally more stable and prosperous,
And all of this activity encouraged
artists and thinkers to do their thing.

Llet's gef classical, take it back fo
Greeks...

The word renaissance means “rebirth,”
and what was reborn was the arfistic
and philcsophical achievements of
ancient Greece and Rome. A new
breed of mostly talian artists were
extrermnely interested in the sculpture,
paintings, architecture and philosophy
of the ancient Greeks and Romans
who, they thought, had done things
really weli.

We’re smarter now; we're practically
geels...

These new thinkers went nuts for
Greek and Roman writing. They read
it, copied and franslated it and wrote
responses. Most of them wrote with
pens, which they had to dip into ink
every few seconds. But in Garmany,
a man named Johann Gutenberg
(1398-1448) soon changed the world
with his invention - a movable-type
prinling press. That is, letters could
be rearranged so that multiple
bhooks could be printed on the same
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machine. This forever changed
the world of literature, creating an
explosion of books.

Prior to Guienberg's press,
there were few copies of titles
becaduse it was difficult 1o make them.
Wwith movable type, books could be
printed one affer the other. Scienfists

© could now share their work easily, for
example, and priceless old texts could
be preserved for the future. Playwrights
like Shakespeare could expose their
masterpiecess o wide audiences, Al

of the ideas bubbling about during

the Renaissance coukd be given

wide distribution. It was certainly
revolutionary.

The Medici Family will pay you mad
doubloons...

Great art basically 1akes two things:
amazing arfists and people willing to
pay the ortists (so they don't have to
spend all their time farming or fixing
toilets or whatever), Lucky for us, the
ftalian Renalssance had both. .

In the 1300s. Haly was a land
of city-states. Places llke Milan, Venice
and Florence werte important centers
of frade and commerce. No single
monarchy ruled in ttaly, so powerful
tamilies were able to control regions.
This was what happened in Florence,
where the Medici family came fo
power. First, Cosimo de Medici ook
over the govemment of the ciy: then
his son Lorenzo followed his father's
footsteps. Florence, which had been
pramoted as a center of intellectual
activity under previous rJlets, atiracted
many great minds. The Medici family
confinued to encourage artists and
thinkers, and they became great
patrons of culture — they’d pay top
dollar to the best arfists.
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So we add perspective, paint in 3-D...
One of the most impressive innovations
of Rendissance painters was thinking
about three dimensions, To make
their paintings more lifelike, artists like
Leonardo da Vinci studied how things
in the background look smaller. The
effect was incredible: Giant canvases
or mutals showed Gresk gods moving
arnong crurakiing ruins with ships in
the distance; vivid portraifs depicted
children playing in the background. -
These Iitfle touches added a ot

Raphael...
For Raphael Sanzio (1483-1 520),
yalent was in the blood. The painier’s

father was also an artist, and Raphael

leamed a lot about shade and light,
depth and pempective from hirm

and othsrs. By the time he was 21

he had painted his fiest masterpiece,
The Mariage of the Virgin. When he
was ready to head out on his own,
Raphae! went where the action

was — Florence, where he met
Michelangelo, Leonardo, and others,
and studied their technigues. He was
cornrissioned by the Valican 1o doa
series of paintings. One of these, The
School of Athens, is probably his most
famous work. .

Michelangelo...

One of the beneficiaries of the Medicis

was a sculptor named Michelangelo
Buonarroti (1475-1564), Michelangeto
was friendly with Lorenzo de Medici
and studied sculpture af his home.
The young crtist would foke what he
leamed and fum it info masterworks
like David and the Pieta, pleces that
remain among the most famous
sculptures of all firme. Nof long after
completing them, Michelangelo was

hired to paint frescoes on the celling of

tne Sistine Chapel in Rome.

Leonardo da Vinei...

When we use the term "Renaissance
Man,” we're describing someane like
Leonardo da Vinci (1452-1519). Not
just because he lived during this ime
period, but because he was great af
many things, Most farmous as the artist
who painted the Mona lisa, Leonardo
was good at most everything he did.
He was a scientist, an inventor - dude
could even sing! He painted and
worked on ol kinds of scholarly studies,
“from geametry 10 flying machines to
architecture. But he was stil able fo

. come up with some of the world’s
most famous paintings, including
THe Last Supper and the Mona Lisa.
Unguestionably, the man was a genius.

Donatello... - o :

Like Michelangelo, Donatello (1386~
1466) was a sculptor, He was one

of the greatest of all fime, and he
made his early mark in Florence, :
where he was born in the city. And lke
Michelangelo, one of his most famous
pieces was a sculpture called David

~ it was the first nude sculpture to be
done in the Renaissance. Donatello
dlid work for the Medic family,- . -
and his art — which included other
masterpieces like St. George and the
Dragon, St. Mark, St. Peter and St. John
the Evangelist - played with classical
Greek and Roman thermes as well as
Chrigtian ones. o

Do you believe in magic like people
used fo... .
The Middle Ages in Europe was G
superstitious ime. Few were educated
except for rnembers of the clergy
(priests and monks). To most people,
God worked in mysterious ways, and

129




. 'who didn't share their belisfs—the
;T socalled "heretics” = to leave. |

Flacabulery

if it wasn’'t God, it might be a fairy,
demon or witch that made your
brother act so strangety. If a town
suspected a cerain woman was a
witch, they might take her from her
house, tie her to a stake, and burn her.

You gel sick, and you think that God
hafes you...

The Spanish inquisition was a dark
spot during the glory days of the
Renaissance. Ferdinand and Isabella,
menarchs of Spain, wanted tfo use = ©
religion to unite the Kingdom of wUQ_:
under their rule. It had previously: .

S heen divided up by differing: qo__@_ocm
.. - factions - Catholics, Protestans,. -

¢ Jews and Muslims: Férdinand and
2o: - lsabello thought they could. unite 3@
<7+ ndtion If everyone were. Catholic; -

*"- 80 in. 1478 they basically told those

“ ‘they didn'f leave, membeérs.of the
- Inquisition would arrést, torture and
kil themn: Thousands were mx.wns,ma

S+ Foryedrs, the Inquisition fiedto ﬁo:ﬁ :
- people.out m_B_o_< Umnocmm +3m< were -
Dy Q_mmﬂmi

- i you want me fo Um___m<m .<o: cwamq

_ showme proof... .

"< An arnazing revolution oooczwa :
alongside the artistic chonges of the:
Renaissance. Most people call it the

- Scientific Revolution, but you could -
call it the “why revolution,” Just like .
an anneying three-year-old, scientisis
began asking “Why 2 1o everything,
The sky is blue. Why? Some stars don't

"~ move straight across the sky: they -
make circles. Why? These scientists -
redlized that just because their moms
and dads fold them something was
true didn’t mean actually it was. They
wanted fo observe the truth,
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- about how something works - calted -

© - should be tested: This is stil the way
.woumszﬂm Q_ovﬂoonj 5m: work today.

! Newfon... . .
There is a popular Sﬁj ,39, _mnnn.

Jree when an apple fel on his head
-"and this made him "discover
* Erase that image from your mind. .-

© had alieady been “discovered.” What:
- Newton did discover was how all

. objects pulton gach other, and that -
“+ how much they pull depends on their
% mass. Newton's theories beefed up

-+ ~including Copernicus and Galileo.

- * Copericus thought if was the sun at

. _ Polish astronomer had this idea that

The Revolution of the Holy Spheres.
Scientists now believe that the universe’
doesn’t even have o centfer.

Poof! This was the Scientific
Revolution...

Thanks 1o the Scientific Revoiution,

we prove things as either true or false.
But how do we go about proving
sornething ? To help people, Francis
Bacon (1561-1626} came up with what-
is known as the scientific method, the
idea that a scientific project should
begin by observing or exploring

an idea or phenomenon. Then the
sclentlst should make his or her theory

Galileo’s telescope proved the Earth
moved...
Anocther hugely important scientist,
Galileo Galilei (1564-1642), was one
of the few peopie who thought
Copernicus had the right ided. And
Galileo could prove it. He invented a
telescope and lcoked into space ina
way that no one had before. He was
then able fo see what was orbiting
what, His contributions o physics were
likewise extraordinary, One of them,
still taught in classrooms everywhere,
was that the weight of an object . -
doesn’t determine how fast it falls.
- |f you drop @ heavy item, such o5 a
stone, and a lighter item, like a pin, .9,
the same time, they'il hit the ground
simultaneously, His findings would
“change science. For his: oo:HUE,o:?
: the Catholic Church put Galileo under
house arrest and miade him _ucd_wo_u\ B
“deny E:Q sm had En:m:. ,

the hypothesis. After that; the theory -

:_QE you :km.z._@a nvEmm.u E,.S wnno .

Newlon was chilling under an apple :

»

@BSQ...

There was no apple tree and gravity

That's what the 095&__2 did, mms:m
indulgences... .
it was fime for the Oozgcm_o Church;
“such a powerful force in the Micidle
Ages, to change. One of the most
" unpopuliar practices of the Church
"wais the selling of indulgences. Priests -
sald that the more-money. you gave
| them for these “indulgences,” the -
- fasteryou'd @9, 53 heaven Erm: <o:
n__mo_

the theories of other great scientists, -

center... :
Nicolaus Copernicus (1473-1543) was
a real froublemaker — according to the:
Catholic Church, at least. The great

the Earth rotated and revolved around
the sun. Until that fime, everyone
believed that the Earth was the center -
of the universe and the sun rotafed
around it, Copemicus's ideas gof
him ailt kinds of angry mail, and the
Church banned his landmark book,

E__ o monk :n:._oa _snn___: _:._59‘ Euma...
_feelingit.. [ .

A German mank :oBmQ _snz_:
' _..._Eo. was outraged by this; 10 hrm, it
seemed fo go agairist the 6002:9
.of Jesus. So, piping mad, Luther. -




. Nowadays, there dre lots of secis that:

thelr o:@_s Uoo_n 3 Z_Qn_: _,S,jmr .
R Said the church is 80 fat Enm a amm.mm.w

- The mﬂo:.:o:o: hit the Oo.—jo__o
o “Church hard, All of its Bo_ol_ocqou .

S ltaly. Thé Council of Trent s\o%ma

Flecabulary

scribbled 95 things he hated about the
Church an a piece of paper one night,
marched down 1o his church, and
tacked them to the door. They were
soon known as the 95 Theses {a thesis
is an argument). This was Halloween,
1517. Boo!

Wrote 95 theses and tacked ‘em up,..
Luther also thought that mass

- {Catholic church service} should be
conducted in the native tongue of
the people, not in Latin, which many

pecple didn't understand. His push for. -

2~ 'change gave kirth fo'the u.m_o-._:n_ma_.,..
L# . His followers felt the same. way: they -

+7-0 wanted to protest against the. O:En:
o vso they became ‘known as Protestants

1 are-considered Pratestant: mogﬂu.
=, Anglicans, Lutherans; bom-again -
- Christians and many others all :oom

S Cup.,.

-the Pope, ooa_:o_? archbishops

They wanted to come up with.a.plan’
to address the points made by the *
Protestants who had leff the Church,;
- -Some Catholics wanted o try and

. bring them back; others justwanfed.

~ o figure out how o move info the -

fuiure, They wanted 1o reconsolidaie

o ,. “the power dnd respect of the Church;
o, Over the course of 18 years, starting
SR in 1545, they met at Trent, a 3<<:

:-on the border of Om:,:o:u\ and

—it established g doctine thot the ;

S ﬂo.,:o__n Church éo_.__a _2@ U< for-
o <moa
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-of England upon the death of his .

“father, people everywhera hailed the
“new king., He was o scholar; musician
‘. and athlete, and his subjects liked .-
“Thim:.The new King didn’t have much
Jintetest in‘the affails of the state;.
“he left much of the palitical éo% of -,
the fimie fo his aid, Gardinal Thomes
" Wolssy. Some scholars claim Wolsey .
" 'was the red| power behind the throne.
+ Henty was famous for many things - he :
o+ had six wives; several of whom ended.
SouUp _39_8:@& in the famous Tower of |
7o London. (They dre said to haunt the

- place.) He was opposed 1o Luther and
.7 his reforms, and for that Pope Leo X -
o w E T geve him the fitle “Defender of the
. = decided a meetling was necessary.

. .”. They had a girl fogether, “Bloody

L Mary” (see below), but ne boys. That
el bothered old Henry; he really wanted .
..-a sonto be.the next king, Plus, he was
.. kind of eyeing this lady-in-walting o

" the court named Anne Boleyn. So 3@
POV LT asked Pope Clement for o divorce. -
oS s The Catholic Church forbade divoree, -

We need to be more personal §_5
Jesus...

Pope Leo X was the one who :Qa
dllowed priests 1o sell iIndulgences.
He did it 1o raise money for bultding

aweseme churches in Rome, mzo_ca_sw..

St. Peter's Basilica. In 1521, Leo threw
Martin Luther out of the church
{excommunication).

- Over in England, we find Henry VIil...

When King Henry VIt took the throne

Faith.” But he later declared himself

.. the supreme head of the Church of
England., effectively Uﬂmo_ﬁ_:@ 4_9 E_qj :

- Rome..

~ You know how dads En:.. to _28\ bail
. with their son... -
It all began when ImJQ was :._Q_.:mQ

to his first wife, Catherine of Aragon.-

but Clement had personal reasons

for saying no as well. Henry basically
rephied, “Fing, if you won't let me get
divorced, I'll start my own church and
Il grant myself a divorce.” He did, and
the church he founded is known as
the Anglican Church or the Church of
England,

Well, his wife Catherine wasn’t giving
him one...

Queen Mary | wili always be known by
her nickname — Bloody Mary. Mary
only reigned for five years, but during
that time she had a lot of people
killed, hence the name. One of the first
things she did when she took office
was hagve her cousin and potential
rival, Jane Grey, kiled. Mary was intent
upon returning England o the Roman

.. - Catholic Church, so she decided that

the Protestants that had been growing
in numbers in England would simply =
have to be put to death, Hundreds

of Protestant leqders were executed
during her reign. She maried Phillip

I, King of Spain, who ruled Qc:sm +_,_m
Spanish _:o_r__ms,_os

Well, you &...._:_ your own n:.:..n: i

you're Henry VIIL...

Next upon the English throne was
Mary's half-sister, Elizabeth | She had
been imprisoned by Queen Mary in the
Tower of London, & landmaric structure
known for its nany famous priscners.
When she took the throne In 1559,
Elizabeth set about undoing much of .
Mary's wark. Many consider her one

~of the greatest monarchs in Englishr

history. $he established the Church of
England once and for all, During her
reign the English defeated the Spanish
Armada and became a major power
player in European politics. And dufing
the Elizabethan Age, the arfs flourished

in England.

Many scholars give the title
of “most important writer ever” 1o
Elizabethan poet and playwright
William Shakespeare (1564-16164).
And it's hard to argue with this claim
since his work has been read and his
plays performed almost constantly
since his day. He wrote 37 plays
- Hamlet, Romeo and Juliet, Othello,
and Macbeth among them. Puring
his lifetime, his plays were perfoimed
at the Globe Theatre. It was o famous
playhouse in London that seated 3,000
and was affordable for most people.
One of the biggest and most influential
pecple in all of academia, he never
attended college. It would be virfually
impassible 1o list the number of
references o Shakespeare’s work in
our cultural history since his death.




