
Problem Solving – The Results 

 

What I thought might be your solutions… 

 Further Protests 

 Boycotts 

 Respond with Violence 

 Take it to Court 

 

How well would any of those work? 

 

Let’s look at what the actual responses to those events were- 

1965 Selma Alabama 

In response to the violent suppression of the Civil Rights Protest other 

important Civil Rights Leaders became involved.  Martin Luther King Jr. flew 

into Alabama to help organize the second march- which would happen on 

March 9
th
.  However the march did not go as far as the 1

st
 march had 

planned.  A judge had denied them a permit to cover the full distance, and 

rather than go against the law and defy one of the few Southern Judges 

who sympathized with the Civil Rights Movement, they decided to wait.   

It was not until March 21
st
 that MLK Jr. and around 8,000 marchers 

started their 54 mile walk to Montgomery (the Capitol of Alabama). After the 

successful walk on March 25
th
 MLK Jr. gave his speech “How Long, Not 

Long” on the Capitol Steps.  It included the quote-  



"Our aim must never be to defeat or humiliate the white man, but to win 

his friendship and understanding. We must come to see that the end we 

seek is a society at peace with itself, a society that can live with its 

conscience. And that will be a day not of the white man, not of the black 

man. That will be the day of man as man. (Yes)"   

 

  

Although some people point to the shortcomings of the peaceful 

protest movement- it led to such big leaps forward in African American Civil 

Rights such as the       

Civil Rights Act of 1964 signed by Lyndon B. Johnson 
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1991 Los Angeles 

 After the Rodney King beating four of the police officers were arrested 

and put on trial. The first trial was postponed and on April 29, 1992 the four 

officers were acquitted of their crimes. 

 In less than an hour protestors started to gather outside of the Los 

Angeles Police Station and Courthouse.  Eventually the actions of the 

crowds escalated and full on rioting broke out and lasted for seven days.  

The intensity of the rioting changed over the days, but as a result 53 people 

died, thousands were injured and almost one billion dollars in damage was 

caused to the city of Los Angeles. 

     

  

You be the judge 

 How were these two reactions different? 

 What was the outcome of each? 

 Do you think one achieved more/was better than the 

other? 
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