CONTEXT AND
BACKGROUND

The Jewish fdith began wu'h
Abraham...
The Jewish faith began with Abraham,
who led the Hebrew people to the
“Prornised Land.” This was sometime
between 2000 and 1500 BC. The Jews
{also known ag the Hebrews} were
unusual at the time for believing in only
“one god. Most everyone else around
therm worshipped multiple deities: The
- Jews called thelr god Yahweh, and he
told themi in the Ten Commandments |
1o'worship only him. So they did. .
They followed Abraham out of
Mesopotamia and followed Moses out-
of Egypt, because God said so. - '

INTRO

Religion may be os old as ianguage, or even older. It developed from
a fundamental human quality: to ask questions and fry fo answer
them. Why is there day and
night? What is the sun? Why
do humans exist? Different
retigions all sought to answer
these questions and many
others. Some of them have,
over time, been answered

by science, but religion still
serves an important role in
many people’s lives. Some of
the enduiing quatities of most
religions is that they offer
meaning and comfort, and
teach us iessons about how
1o live.

Hebrews, also known as Jews...
Canaan was a land on the™”
Meditetranean where lsraet is today

It was a very important place tathe -
Jews, who moved there thousands - -

- of years ago when they marched
from Mesopotamia with Abraham. in
about 2000 BC, the Jews migrated to
Egypt to find water and work. When
they retumed to Canaan in 1200 BC,
they found...guess what? People

had moved in while they were gone.
The Jews claimed rights to the land,
based on their history there, but the
Canaanites didn't want fo'give it up.
8o they fought. The land of lsrael, .
claimed by both the Jews (Israelis) and
the Palestinians, Is still belng fough’r
over foday.

There was onl’y one god and they
didn’t paint his piciute... - . "
The second commandment states: |
“You shall nat make for yourself ©

an idel, er any likeness of whatisin™ -
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Flocabulary

heaven above.” 8o, to this day Je’WS :
(and Christians and Muslirns) do.not .
paint pictures of God or make statues
of him. Many other culiures throughout
time did pray to images of their gods:

- the Hindus, Egyptians, Greeks, Romons B

the Norse, Aztec and more

. Their god was a ;ealous god thaf‘s
what he said...
‘The: second commcndmenf olso
states: “You shall net worship thent -
. arserve [other gods]; forl, the Lord

your god, ‘am a jedlous god, cndiwui

send punishment on thée childreni for- .

" the wrongdoing of their fathers, To The :

third and fourth generation of those

who hate me; and L will have rnerCy o

thraugh a thousand generahons Qnt

those who have iove for me and keep i

Ty laws.”

" Moses came down 'th:ténf,- '
- suggeslions. I meanTen -
Commandmenis...

Like Abraham, Moses st a pr@phei '

" who spoke to God. He was famous
for o few things. First, he led the' Jews _
out of Egypt; where they'd goneto

escape drought arfaminein Canuc:ln. :

" For a tine the Jews lived o hice life
inthe land of the’ phqrcohs but SOOI‘I
their growing numbeérs concemed -
the pharach, who thought they were -

getting too powerful. $o'he had them . 5 3

all enslaved: It'was Moses who gots

" thern out of this bad sntucn‘ion Known i
¥ s the Exodus; this wasd ‘rurning
~ -, paint inJudaism, Mases wds alse: the

. man to whom Gog gave the Ten -
- Commandments, cccordlng ’ro the::
E Judoeo Chns’nan s‘rory I

To honor thy mofher and farher ]
steal or kill... o

" they don't even touch it. It's read with -

- the Torah Is just one of three fexts that . - T
- comprise the Hebrew Bible.

* And every week, fake a day offand .-

© Just chill... o
- Since Jesus was a Jew, Chns’rlons R
" didn’t write o brand-new bible -

*= for thernselves; fhey Just added -~ -

" to the Jewish Bible. So the Ten -

' faiths believe they were the 10 laws ™ -
-~ that God-gave fo Moses on Mount - -

© countries. And, because Moses was

- referred to in istam as wel!

- debate, son...

- days of their religion. They were Roman

© he blamed the fire on the Christion:
:. - and they were persecuted. Qver fims
-+ though, Jesus's disciples began to

: . Jews, who hardly ever canverted ne

The JeW|sh fan‘h i5 bdsed largely orifive’

_ emperor Constantine, who converte
7136 . ' i

to Chrisfianity and pushed the faith all

books; add them up and you have the across his empire.

Torah, also known as the Five Baoks of **
Mases. This sacred Hebrew text comes.
on large scrolis made from kosher -
animal parchrent. The Jews believe it
contains information that came from -
God to Moses. It features both a history
of the Hebrew people and 613 laws.
The Jews consider the Torah so sacred,

We make o quarter of the world’s
population...

Cheistianity grew quickly, mostly within
Europe, though it wolld spread across
the globe. A 2005 suyvey found that
Chiistianity is the most practiced

religion on Earth (33% of the warld’s
population), followed by lslam (20%);
Hinduisrn (13%); Chinese folk religions
including Confucianism, Taoism and

. Shintoisrn (6%); and Buddhism (6%). .-
“Judaisr has remained a small refigion’ ;
-{0,23%), but essentially gave birth To S
_boih Christianity cnd Islam T e

a pointer.-Also made up of five parts, -

. Made a book ou! fhe sfory that we J’w' 2
them... .

.The Bible’ of Chnsnc:nlry comes |n Tw _
“parts — the Old Testament and. the

'New Testament, The Old Testament .

is nearly the same as the Hebrew: "~ - .-+ -
. Bible; it tells the history of the Jews. . & -
.The New Testament tells the story of ..o~ -

- Jesus, his life on Earth, his death, and. - -

: what Chiistians believe happened ™
thereafter. Some Christians take the
“Bibie's fext literally; while o’rhers see ifs:
tories and Iessons s Q gutde

Commandments are the same in both :
the Jewish and Christian religions. Both

Sinai to bring back to the people.
They form the basis of kaw in many. -

a major prophet to Muslirms, ?hey are

We don’t understand, what's rhe

_Became big enough ta make d sfafe O
_religion... :
By 380 ChrlSTlOany had become The
otficial state religion of the Roman .
Ernpire, and it wolld serve as the -
officidi religion of many Europec:n i
nations up o the present day. Istcnm is
‘currently the officlal religion of mar
states in the Middle East, America,”
=in gontrast, has no official religion
the Founding Fathers wanted 1o
be veiy clear about that, As Georg
- Washington and John Adams wrgte

‘The government of the United.:. "

The Chiristians had it rough in The early

subjects and the Romans woishipped
multiple gads. When the city of Rome
had a huge fire during Nero’s regime

spread their new religion. Unlike the

followers, Christians actively recruited
new members. Chrisfianity became a
rmuch larger force under the Roman :
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" FLOCAB $PIT$ FACTS

LIKE AN ALMANAC

The 10 Commandments in Brief I'
1. tam God, one and only

2. Don't make pictures of
anything in heaven

3. Don’t use my name In vain
4. Rest one day_ per week

5. Honor you mom and dad

6. Don’t kill

7. Don’t cheat on your spouse

8. Don't steal

- with God, and he didn't ihink they did ~ -
- enough 1o help those who were sick .7 "
< and poor. In his lifetime; he orrrac‘red :
- quite.a following. These peopls
.+ weren't called Christians; they were':
< just Jews who liked what-Jesus had 1o
E sqy I

o :-:Satd "Do nice fo_ others, they’ll do i
ot youv ' 3

2. Don’t lie

10. Don’t desire your
neighbor’s stuff

= Chrls‘ncunl'ry

States of America is not, in any sense, put people to death.
founded on the Chilstian refigion.”
‘We betlieve that he died and he came
back...

According fo the Chiistian Bible.

three days after he died, Jesus was
resurrected, or brought back 1o life,

in the following days, he appeared

to various people and, apparently,

told the aposttes (his close followers

and students) to spread his tsachings
“throughout the world (up to that point,.
Jesus had directed his teachings 10 -
“other Jews). Jesus also promised 1o - b
come fo Earth again to esurrect The
dead and judge everyone, . :
e Christians believe that Jesus
~.ctied for all hurnanity’s sins. Te most
‘Chiistians, the way to Heavenisto o
accept 1 1ha‘r Jesus rnade ThlS powerful '

Jesus was o Jew, he starfed somefhmg
new...

There is litite doubt that Jesus was g
real, historical figure. He was a Jew
who was angered by the hypocrisy

he saw around him. He was upset _
that people followed the laws of the. .
Torah without spiritually connecting

acnﬂce

Discrples be!feve the l'nmry_s one...
esus himself didn’t speak directly -
out the Trinity; instead fFwas 7o =5 0
‘created during o powW-wow, be?ween '
top Catholic officials hundreds of - .
years after his death, These priests go’r e
together at Nicdea fo discuss some’ .
mportant questions: Is Jesusagod? -
‘Was he human? If he s porf-god, does. -
that make Chiistianity a polytheistic -
aith? The Church elders decided to -
ccompromise: Jesus is 100%-god.and,” "
#100% human, Jesus (the son), Gad (the -
father), and something called the Holy
~Spirit are all God, but Godis only ong.”
This is the Trinity. During the Inquisition, -
famous people who disagreed w:'rh E
- this theory were ‘fon‘ured ' -

'yau") fold ‘people 1o "mtheo
_cheek" noted ‘rhct the meek

‘contained The foundlng pnnCIpI 5

This angel appeared fo Muhammad
told him he was gomg o be rhe ‘next
prophet...

Another powerful prophe’r. _
Muhammad, is the man who begot
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the Muslim faith. He wos bomin. '

 Mecca In 570 AD: According to lslam,

- the ange! Gabiiel appeared fo him
when he was 40, bringing the message
of God. For the next 23 years, the
angel visited Muharmmad on many,

- occasions, each fime giving him new
messages from God. These were . -

. written down into the @uran, Like .
Jesus, Muhammad'’s role was to Teoch

- the people, and dernons’rra?e the .

. correct way 1o behove R

" Now he (] ls!amtc, and he founded
- Islam... .
; The Is!amlc tmrh, The religion of ;

~ Muslims, dates back to the time JUST .

- after Muhaommad’s death, around. |
650 AD. Muslims believe that Moses

-and Jesus were prophets, but that .7 .

Muhammead was the last prophe’r'
. Their bible, the Qur'an, includes
_many of the same stories ds the OId

... Testarnent, which is part of the JerSh
.and Christian faiths. So there are morea .
< similarities than not be‘fween the Three i

- religions,
The lslamic fcu‘rh followed The

- prophet Mubiammad very closely, -
~ Through him, Allah gave the Mushms
.the Five Pillars, andt told themihot 16
eat pork or dnnk olooho

" Cafled God Auah- rhar means one rme

-god...

Allah is fhe Aroblc word for God
-literafly meaning “the one god.” Some
. Westermners believe thot the Muslim
" 'god is named Allah {like the Greek's
" most important god was named Zeus)
“as opposed o the Chiistion god,
~ whose name, it seems, is just “God.”

- But this is wrong. Arabic-Chistians and
Jews call their god "Allah” as well.
And since Islam is a continuation of -
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" that Allah and God are the same. This

+"_se@ members of the various religions kill =

Laid down five pﬁlars and here they

.E-‘, ~first of the Ten Commandments: Allah
. 'wants you-te have no other god but’
. Allah. In other words, believe onty in

: ;__proy 1o God five fimes a doy. focmg
2. towdird the holy lond of Mecca;
o make a pilgimage’to Mecca® 5
" someday; to be charitable toward the:
-, poor, and to fast dunng Rarnadan, The
) holy momh :

-Foun, befrer fast dunng Ramadan
" Ramadan happens during 1he nintl
2 riohith of the Muslim calendar! it often”
: ".occurs in SepTember butis dependen’r

i devoTe extra fime on ’rhelr prayérs an
with their family, and practice a sort

" not gossiping, not touching things. tha
7 belong to othets, not saying 'or Ilstenlng

: pioces
- Mecca.. .

) .- Mecca is a city in Sc::udl Aroblo More
the faith started by Abraham (just like -

Judaism andl Chistianity, s clear -
makes it even more heartbreaking fo-

eqch o‘rher oVer r'eligious'differenoes' :

are...
The Five Pillars of Is!am ore somewho‘r
similar o the Ten Commondmem‘s

- they are supposed to be laws: s’rrmght
fram the mouth of God, felling you -
how you should behave. In fact, the
first of the Five Pillars Is the some as ’fhe

me. The other fouir |n31rucf Muslims 16

fituall cleansing that includes things like:
o bad words, ond no? golng To bod
" Make the hol[y pn'gnmage over ?o

mporton’r ta Musllrns it's The blrrhploce

of the prophet Muhammad. Inside .-
the Great Mosque at Mecca isthe
Kaaba, a rectangular building that is
the most holy place for Muslims. They
believe the prophst Abraham built it,

and it's what they face toward during -

their dally ritual prayers. Even before
Muhamrad, it was considered an
important, sacred city. The second
holiest cify after Mecca is Meding, the

is something every Muslim is supposed
1o do at sorne point during thelr -~

= Iives. This refigious joumney is callsd a

pilgrimage. Pigrimages are common -

.. 1o many religions but are espec:olly
lmpor'ron’r 1o slam.

rhat‘s the Sunnis and the Shnre, .
alright...

© Affer Muhammad dled the Islom|c -
faith split into two branches — Sunni

and Shiite (or Shi‘ah). The-Sunnis -
believe that the first four caliphs,

or heirs t0 Muhammad, were ihe
rightful successors to the prophet.
Their descendants ruled the Arab
world to after World War |. The Shiifes
think that only one of those caliphs,.
Ali, was legitimate, and that only his’

sons, or heirs; should rle. Those sons - &

disappeared in 931, so the Shiites =+

believe that for d long time there was

na one who had the divine right fo
lead them. The two groups offen flgh’r
to this day.

They say, I'm the body of
philosophies...

Hinduism is a fruly unique religion in
ihat it had no founder. It just sort of
developed, along with the culture
and refigious traditions of Indig.
Uniike other religions it doesn’ have
a single dogma - a systerm of beliefs

- but many. It has numerous subsets; -

~ and people who practice Hinduism
. can have very different ideas or

interpretations from each other.,

- Barely understoed, bui | crossed the

‘seaqs,.
Because Hinduism is 50 diverse, some
of its followers believe in multiple

_ . gods; others believe in only che; some
place where Muhammad was buried.
A visit to the holy city of Mecca -

believe in none. Nearly all believe that
the soul is etemal, and that a life force,
Brahma, exists throughout everything.

India, 1500 BC... ]
Hinduisrn is one of the oldest of the

- stil-practiced religions of the world, If
- came 1o India with the Aryans (c. 1500

BC) and merged and morphed with
the other mligions of the time.

Reincarnation, that’'s when you come
back...

One of the 'rrcudl‘ﬂons that developed
in Hinduism is reincarnation — the idea
that our souls migrate to a new body
upon death. According to Hinduism, -
what we come back as depends on .
our karma, the good or bad ac’r:ons

- we commit in our lifstime,

“So stay calm and do your yoga...

Hinduism cilso stresses meditation.

To meditate is o get in touch with
Brahma, the universal life force, by
relaxing and focusing only on your
breath. Meditation is related to yoga,

a systemn of sfretching and body

moverments that have been practiced

" in some form for thousands of years.

Buddha, my name...

-Imagine walking away from everything

you ever had into an uncertain future
—and you're arich and privileged
person, That's what Siddhartha
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- Flecabulary

Gualama did ingbout 528 BC. In
" indiq, he left his cushy role as prnce -
" to wander the countryside looking -
for fife’s answers. It worked out welb .
~ for him ~ if you believe the stories of -
Buddhism. Unhappy with the Hindu

religion. Siddhartha traveled around -

aind meditated for guite some time, -

- trying to understand why pain exists,
Then he found what he was looking for
- enfightenment. Frorn then'on he was

' knownas The Buddhu or "enlthTened
sone”- . -

‘- Foltow me, | biing thotight elevatiol
*.. Buddhism spread all-across India.:: .
.. 'People liked it as an alfemative fa -
- Hinduisen: It was a simple, peaceful, -
loving faith, and when people heofd :
about its tenets in other parfs of
© Adia, they 16ok to them ois well. Soon

 Rudidhism would be ona of the largest '~

- religions in the wordd, spreadlng :
threughoutindia and Ching, two of
. the plonet‘s miost populous places,
. People in India liked that Buddh|sm

" _proke with the caste system, and that:

o it colled for an end 10 humon suffenng

: Whut are !he oiher ma]or world
religions? -
Other teligions and phﬂosophles
theive in Asia. Confucianism is popular
-+ .In Ching, while $hinto was'once the
L state religion of Japan, i :
: At roughly the sams time ’rhe
. Buddha was wandefing around India;:
;- Confucius (551-479 BC) was teaching -
in.China. Some people confuse his™

: phllosoph:es with religion, but they =
- were more ways of thinking and -

" behaving than a spirfual set of behefs.
Born into poverty, Confucius somehow
educated himsslf to the fullest to
becorme the most important thinker
in Chinese history. His ideas about
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-~ chureh structure-of organizing bedy: .

i major refigions inthart it doesn' have
.- a written scripture or bo_dy_ of lc:_ws
“that its practitioners are supposad ¢

" kami, of the Shinfo deifies. Bt thay're
. not gods like the omnlpo’rem gods ;

~of other religions; they are' more’ ke
.+ spirit forces that look after humons
~“and help them. And they're often’

-f' and in special peaple, Thére dre fo
- affirmations in Shln’ro. honor of Trqdmon.

;- cleanfiness; and.matsur; the wors
“ - of kami, People who believe in ‘shinto
- often incorporate otheridegs into heir

“and, as mennoned equter Buddhlsm.

virtue, family; and soctety becorne
the foundation for the moral code of

- 'China. He thought that children should [

respect their parents, citizens should

- obey their govermnment and people

should adhere 1o high sfandards-of ;- :

behavior if they expect others fo, -/ - -

Budidihism is offen mixed with.

Shinto in Japan; in fact; most pecple ¢
ihere practice beth. Shinfo'is another. .
'onaem‘ religion; dating back fo cbout L

. 500 BC. It's unusual, Jike Hinduisrn, _
because it has no real founder and ifs

is nat rigicl. Shinto is also unlike other

adhere to. it's hased on the ideqa of

found in natural objectyor creatures

- refigion, like Tcioism, Confucianism

HISTORY SPEAKS ;.

All rellglons on‘s and suences are branches of the same free. All these
aspirations are directed toward ennobling man’s life, lifting it from the
sphere of mere phymcal exustence and leodlng the individual toward

~ freedom.”
= Albert Einstein

When i do good lfeei go_od when | do bad, | feel bad. That’ s my.

religion.”
.= Abrahamn Lincoln
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