- Leonardo’s most famous quick sketches is of a tiny stick figure sus-
nded from a parachute Although he sketched it more than five centuries
ago and probably never had an opportunity to try out his design, Leonar-
s pardchute bears an uncanny resemblance to parachutes that are used today.
‘Leonardo described his ﬁdrachute as follows: “If a man is provided with a length
of gummed linen cloth with élength of 12 yards on each side and 12 yards high, he
can jump from any great height whatsoever without injury” Leonardo never got to
try out his parachute from great heights (it is said that he may have tested it, but it
could have only been from trees or tall buildings), but in the year 2000, hundreds
of years after Leonardo first sketched his ideas, 2 world-renowned sky di

Adrian Nicholas tested a model of Leonardo’s parachute.

named..

Nicholas worked for months on a replica of Leonardo’s parachute; E
canvas and wood—materials Leonardo would have had access t
 to those that Leonardo may have used. Nicholas’s parachute welgh
pounds {compare that to the average modern parachute that wei
and 30 pounds). Most people who heard about Nicholas’s plan were:
parachute wouldn’t work because it was just too heavy
measure Nicholas took was to attach a conventional parac

body as well, in case Leonardo’s was a disaster.
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In July 2000, Nicholas jumped off a hot air balloon at 3,000 meters and fl
gracefully through the skies of South Africa for almost 10 minutes. H
Leonardo’s parachute gave a smooth ride—smoother than modern p 3
and that it felt as though he was floating through space. He cut himself
Leonardo’s parachute about 2,000 feet above the ground because he was afrag,d :
that the weight of the parachute would injure him upon landmg He then used a
modern parachute with a ripcord, which gave him a very safe landing.




